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Have peruſed theſe Dialogues with 
ſo much pleafure, that had the 
/ author of them been intirely unknown, 
'». I ſhould have wiſhed they might have 
been made publick. But I muſt de- 
. fire it with the greater earneſtneſs, as 
1 they were written by a Lady, witk 
# whoſe valuable charaRer-I have been 
| acquainted many years, and who has 
* been long employed in the education 
of children, with great wiſdom, piety, 
and tenderneſs, ſo as to have been in- 
ſtrumental, by the divine bleſſing, in 
1 forming ſeveral to a temper and con- 
duct in many amiable inſtances re- 


n her * - | _ 
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— — 
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The ſubject of moſt, or indeed all 


of them will eaſily appear to be impot- * 
tant; the thoughts and expreſſions, a, 
with fuch little heightenings as muſt 

be allowed in all works of this kind, 
ſeem to me very natural; and I have 
the pleaſure to aſſure the reader that 
the dia/ggues themſelves are not intire- 
ly fictitious, being generally formed on 


incidents that really occurred in life, 


* 


and gave occaſion to ſuch kind of con- 
verſations as are here repreſented. *-+ 


of 


It ſeems to me a very happy expe- : 


dient thus to make children inſtruc- „ 
tors to each other. I queſtion not“ 


but theſe dialogues will be read with 


great pleaſure by thoſe of the like Age 


with the perſons repreſented as ſpeak- Y |. 


mg in them. Their curioſity will be 


awakened, and their attention be en- 


gaged, by the variety of the charac- 
ters, as well as by the little ſtories - 
which are the foundation of theſe diſ- 
courſes ; and the peruſal of them will 


— 


1 
. 


Þ 


PREFACE. 


be an entertainment and reward, ra 

ther than a labour, eſpecially if two 
children be imployed in reading them 
together, each taking it's proper part. 
This will give an additional ſpirit to 
the dialogue; will make it yet more 
eaſily and diſtinctly underſtood; and 
under due management it may form 
them to that free, eaſy, lively 
pronunciation, on which fo many of 
the graces of reading and ſpeaking 
depend. 


T hope the character of this little 


work, in concurrence with it's mode- 


rate price, will introduce it into man 
families; and I will take the liberty to 
add, that where miniſters catechiſe the 


children of their congregations (which 
J hope is, or will be, generally prac- 
tiſed) this book, as well as the new 
edition of my worthy friend Dr. 


* Watt's Songs for children with the 


agreeable compoſures added to it, ma 


make a proper preſent for ſuch. chil- 


dren as diſtinguiſh themſelves by learn- 
A 3. mg 


* 
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Fa PREFACE. 
ing their catechiſms with diligence and 
exactneſs. 
I conclude with my * prayers, 4 „ 
that the divine bleſſing may ſo attend 
the one and the other, that the chil- 
dren of the preſent age may grow up 
deeply tinctured with thoſe religious 
ſentiments which are expreſſed both 


here and'there in their different way — 
with ſo much eaſe, ſpirit, and pro-: 
priety. 38 

Northampton, IS) 
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FEISS 


To thoſe Young Ones, into whoſe 
hands the following DiaLoGvues 
may come. 


* your uſefulneſs in life, and bappineſs 
after death, has no ſmall dependence on 

thoſe impreſſions that are made on your 
minds in your tender years, and the notions 
you now entertain, as to fin and duty; no 


| means ſhould be left untried that may have 


the leaſt tendency to promote ſo valuable an 


end. And tho I am ſenſible (and it is with 


Pleaſure I mention it) great belps have been 
afforded to you by much abler bands, yet Iam 
in hopes this attempt will not be altogether 
uſeleſs, having this however to recommend. 
it to you, that it is new, which is no ſmall. 
inducement to thoſe of your age to peruſe a 
book when they have no great inclination to 


V read over again their old ones. I hope there- 


fore I ſhall at leaſt gain a pardon from all 
that have any band in your education, for @ 
defign to convey inſtruction to you in ſo pleaſant. 
and familiar a way, And, as I have ob. 

A ſerved 


vii To the Young Readers. 
ſerved this manner of writing is what you in 
general take delight in, I promiſe myſelf 
your approvation /o far, as that. you will 
read it when put into your hands. But I *E. 4 
bave this further to beg of you, that you will 
read with due obſervation, and conſider which 
of the children ſpeaking beſt ſuits your cha- 
rater as to temper and behaviour ;, for tho" 
I do not pretend theſe dialogues to be really 
ſpoken in the form here repreſented to you, 
yet as I can aſſert the ſubſtance of them, ef- 
pecially the moſt experimental parts, to be fact 
from my own knowledge, I recommend them | 
ta you as examples for your imitation, that you * 
way raiſe in your breaſts earneſt deſires of 
coming up in knowledge and grace to the beſt 
there; and then reſolve to follow the pattern 

they here ſet you of doing what in you lies, to 
make thoſe you converſe with good tov. For as 12 
notbing tends more to the ruin of youth than 
the evil councils and bad examples of thoſe 
they converſe with; fo it is not eaſy to be 
thought bow much glory might be brought to 
 Ged, and good done to precious ſouls, if thoſe | 
of you who have been well inſtruted, and bave , . 
been convinced of the worth of your own ſouls, 
and the neceſſity there is of deveting yourſelves 
to God in Chrilt, in order to ſecure your ever- | 
lefting bappine/s, would do the utmoſt to pro- IT 
| mee 


— — [— 


To the Young Readers. ix 
\ motethe like ſerious impreſſions on your com- 
WY. panions. 


That what is here written may; by a di- 
vine bleſſing attending it, be fſomeways uſeful 
for the increaſe of the number of ſuch youth 
as may be the comfort of their friends, and 
the ornament of the church, may glorify 
their creator bere, and be lorified with 
Him hereafter, is the _—_ defire of the 
author, wwho has near at hears the intereſt 
of the riſing generation. 
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FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 


DIALOGUE I. 


ING, 


Berween, Mafter ary and Mafler Billy, 
aft Ly 


agai 


Jam. W HA T's the matter, Billy? you 
1 look as if you had been a crying ? 
Bil. My pappa bas been angry with me. 
Sam. What has he been angry with you for ? 
Bil. I am aſhamed to tell you; 1 have been 
very naught indeed. £ | 
Sam. Nay, but tell me what it was, I won't: 
tell any body; and you know I tell you any: 
thing you aſk me. | | 
Bil. 1 have told a lye. My pappa tax'd me 
with a fault I had committed, and | denied itz. 
at laſt he made me own it, and has corrected 
2 
Sam. That was a little hard, when he had 
made you confeſs, to correct you, without yo 
had done ſome what very bad indeed. 


Eil. 


I 


. — EY 
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Bil. No, that was but a ſmall fault: it was 


not what I did, but the denying it, I was cor- 


rected for; and I am ſure I deſerved it. 

Sam. Nay then, if you are ſatisfied, don't 
look ſo dull: come clear up, and be briſk. . 

Bil. No Sammy, I am not fatisfied, for tho' I 
have no reaſon to complain of my pappa, I have 
a great deal to be angry with myſelf, that I 
ſhould offend ſo kind a pappa, aid what is worſe, 
make God angry with me. 

Sam. No, no, don't be concerned about that, 
I have told a lye a great many times, and God 
was never angry with me, that I know of. 

Bil. No, it may be you don't know it, but 
God is very angry with us when we tell lyes. I 
never knew ſo much of it before, but my pap- 

has told me, wliat a ſad thing it is for chil- 
dren to tell lyes, and ſhewed me where Chriſt 
has ſaid, that the devil is the father of liars; and 
ih another place, that all liars fhall have their 
part in the lake that burns with fire and brim- 
Hone; and is not this enough to grieve me? 

Sam. I don't know, I never was concerned 
about it. My pappa ſays, that 'tis a very naughty 


thing for children to tell lyes, but he never told 
me that God would be angry with me, and that 


I ſhonld be the devil's child if I did; for then I 
believe I ſhould have been afraid as well as you. 
But are you ſure 'tis true ? 

Bil. Yes, I am ſure my pappa wou'd not 
have ſaid ſo, if it was not. ſides, I tell you 
he ſhewed it me in the word of God, and made 
me read to him in the 5th chapter of the Acts, 
how Ananias and Sapphire were ftruck dead for 


telling a lye, 
Sam. 
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Sam. That was ſad indeed! I ought to bleſs 
God, that he has not ſtruck me dead then, that 


| havetold ſo many. 


Bil. Well Sammy, I hope we ſhall both take 
heed what we ſay for the future, and pray to 
God to forgive us what is paſt, | 

Sam. Will God pardon us then, if we don't 
tell any more? | 

Bil. Yes, if we are ſorry, and pray him for 
Chrift's ſake to forgive us; for my pappa told 
me, he has ſaid, Whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh his 


fin, ſhall find mercy. 


DIALOGUE I 


Between Miſs Charlotte, and Miſ: Olivia, On 
reading the Scripture, | 


Char. I came to play with you Olivia, this 
afternoon, if I may. | | 
Oliv. Yes, Charlotte, why ſhould you queſtion 
it; for I am very glad to ſee you, and my mam- 
ma is always willing to have you here. g 
Char. I was afraid you had got a taſk to learn, 
becauſe I ſaw you with a book in your hand, that 
made me fay fo. Spe 
Oliv. No, I was not a getting any thing, I was 

only reading a chapter to myſelf, | 
har. You love reading better than I, for 1 
think 1 have reading- enough at ſchool, 1dent 

love to read at home. too. | 

Oliv, Not love to read the word of God, Char- 
lots! tis fad indeed of 0. don't. 


Char. 


— — 
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Char. Yes, I like it well enough to read it; 
but not at ſchool, and at home too. a 
Oliv, I read at ſchool as well as you, but T 
ly read a chapter to pappa or mamma be- 
des, and ſometimes to myſelf. 


Char. If you like to read ſo much, 'tis no-- 
thing to me; but I think you have no great oc- 


caſion for it, for you can read better than I. 

Oliv. No I can't ; but that is not the chief 
” thing I read at home for. h 

Char. No! I thought what all children read 
their books for was to learn. 

Oliv. Pray what do other people read for? 
Don't your pappa and mamma too read. the 
bible ? 

Char, Yes, but they read it to mind the 
ſenſe, which is none of our buſineſs till we are 
bigger. ow 

liv, O dear Charlotte, don't ſpeak ſo! What, 
3s it none of our bufineſs to know what God has 
laid to us in his word? | 

Char. No, not till we are older, for we can't 
underftand it yet: I can't at leaft, I don't know 
what you do. 
= Oliv. Yes, you and I too are capable of 
underſtanding ſomething of it, if we read it 
carefully; nay, there's my little brother, who 
is not above five years old, will very often give 
my mamma an account of what he has been 


reading at ſchool, and if tis any pretty ſtory, 


will tell her moft of it. 
-* Char. Why, are there ny pretty ſtories in the 
© bible? I love ſtories dearly, but never found 
any pretty ones there. ys 

1 q | Oliv. 


| 
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Oliv. No, that's ſtrange indeed! you might 


well ſay you did not underſtand what you 


read; but the reaſon is, becauſe you did not 
mind. 

Char. Ves, I * mind, or elſe how could 1 
learn to read? 

Oliv. You mind to read the words ri ht, 
but I find, not at all what you are rea ing 
about. 

Char. No indeed, that's true, for I always 
thought twas what I knew nothinz of. But 
what are the ſtories about ? 1 ſhould like to 


mind them. 


Oliv. I am = to ſee you ſo ignorant in- 
deed, Charlytte, Were you never taught who 
was the firſt man? And who was fav'd in the ark 
when the world was drown'd ? 

Char. Yes, I was taught thoſe queſtions 
when I was a little baby, and was in my 
primmer. - | 

Oliv. Well, and don't you remember read- 
ing thoſe ſtories when you were in the beginning 
of Geneſis ? 

Char. No indeed I don't, are they there? 

Oliv. Yes, and toward the latter end is all 
the ftory of Foſeph that his brethren fold into 

ypt. 

op O, I remember that was in thoſe 
queſtions; and there was one about Daniels 
being put into the lion's den, is that in the bi- 
ble too ? 

Oliv. Yes, that is in the 6th chapter of Daniel; 
and in the zd chapter is the ſtory of the three 
children in the tiery _—_ | 

B 2 Char. 
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Char, LIl look theſe ſtories, and read them- 

But pray tell me hat others there are? 

Oliv. Ckarlotte, there are ſo many that I can't 
tell you a quarter of them. In the New Tefta- 
ment, the firſt five books are full of very pretty 
ones. | 

Gar. What are they about? 

Oliv. I hope, Charlotte, your mamma has told 
vou, that 22 Chriſt came into the world to 
Javeſinners ; rides Hs 
that whilſt he lived here, he did a great many 
Flake made the blind to ſee, the deaf to hear, 
the lame to walk, and raiſed the dead to liſe. 
Clar. I dont know; if the has, I have for- 
got. Is all this in the New Teſtament? | 
Oliv. Yes, as alſo ho Chrift was put to death 

on a croſs, how he roſe again the third day, and 
afterwards.aſcended into heaven. 

Char. Well, I believe I ſhall love to read theſe 
Rories; III read ſome every day, and mind more 
what is read at ſchool. 

Oliv. Pray do, and I don't queſtion but you 
will be pleaſed with them. But I won't keep you 
any longer. in talk about this, we'll go to play 
af you pleaſe, and have a little more diſcourſe 
next Lime | ſee you. ä 


DIA- 
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DIALOGUE m. 


4 | > 


Between the ſame, on reflefting on what is 
read. 


Oliv. You fee, Charlitte, I have ſoon return d, 
your viſit, and am glad to find you employ'd as 
you found me. 

Char. Yes, Olivia, I have been reading ſome 
ſtories every day, fince I was with you; I am 
glad you put me upon it, for I have been mightily 
pleated with them. 

Oliv. So I thought you would when you faid 
you loved ftories, and I hope you will conſider 
what uſe you are to make of them, for 'tis with 

that defign they are written for us. 
N Char. Dear Olivia, I muſt you to tell 
me how I muſt do that, for I don't know, 


b | > but 1 ſhall be willing to learn whatever you 

A „ will teach me, for I, find that you have been 
better inſtructed than I, and know a great deal 
more. 


* Oliv. That I have had good inftruftion I 
ö muſt own, for my pappa and mamma have 
. taken a good deal of pains with me, but to my 
LI 5 ſhame may I ſpeak it, I know but little ; how- 
„e deer I ſhall be very willing to tell you any _ 
| I do know. And as to what I was ſpeaking of, 
my pappa has oſten put me (when I have read a 
ſtory to him) on thinking what I was to learn 
out of it, that was particularly ſuitable to 
— 82 
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Char, Pray make this a. little plainer torne, 
for I don't well underſtand you. 

Oliv. 1 will it I can; Tell me what ftory you 
have been reading now, Charlotte, and we will 
ſee what we are to learn from that, and then you 
will know what I mean. 

Char. I was reading in the 2d book of Kings, 
2d chap. about the children that mock'd the pro- 
wp Eliſha, and how two ſhe bears came out of 

e wood, and tare forty two of them. 

Oliv. That is a very remarkable ſtory indeed; 
what did you think when you read it ? 
lar. I thought they were very wicked chil- 
dren, and God ſhewed how angry he was with 
them, by letting the bears kill them. 

Oliv. That was a very good thought. You re- 

member what they ſaid, don't you ? | 

1 Yes, Go up thou bald head, go up thou bald 
ad. 


Ov. Well, and what made it ſo wicked in 
them to ſay ſo? For tis to be thought twas true 
that the prophet was bald. | | 
+. Char. I ſuppoſe twas becauſe they fpake it to 
| dcride and jeer him; did they not 
Oliv. Yes to be ſure they did. They cou'd not 
think what to ſay, to expreſs their ſcorn and con- 
tempt of this holy man, and ſo jeer'd him on ac- 
count of a natural defect. And ſure this ſhould 
Þe a caution to all children (who are but too 
prone.tothis evil) never to expreſs their contempt 


.” 


inftirmity or defect. 3 

* Cher. I did not think of this uſe of the ſtory 
before; but as you. ſay, tis indeed a very com 
Won ching, when we wou d ſhew our apge: againſt 


5 any » 


of others, by mentioning any natural or accidental 
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any, to call 'em crooked, hump-back'd, bald- 


pated, one-ey'd, or whatever other imperfection 
they may have, which this ſtory convinces me is 


very wrong. 

Oliv. It is indeed, and as my pappa told me 
when J read it to him, I ſhould conſider, that tis 
both fooliſh and wicked. 'Tis very filly to reflect 
on any one for what he can't help ; and 'tis've 
wicked, as tis indeed reflecting on God himſelf, 
who made us all, and for wiſe reaſons permitted 
thoſe defects in nature, or ſuffered thofe accidents 
to befal them by which they came; and the dread- 
ful lot of theſe children, methinks, thould be 
enough to check us, whenever we find any inclina- 
tion ſo much as to entertain any thought of this 
nature ; much rather ought we to turn our minds 
to thankſulneſs and praiſe to our gracious God, 
who has form'd us ſo perfect, and prefery'd us 
from being maim'd or deform'd, by ſad diſaſters. 

Char. Dear Olivia, I am much obliged to you 
for giving me theſe good inſtructions; and as 1 
have not the advantages of learningas you have, 1 
hope you will be ſo good as to tell me a little more 
next time. we meet. j FI 

Oliv. That I will moſt readily. And if von 
aſk me about any thing 1 don't know, III pray 
pappa or mamma, totell me; and pray, my | 
come to ſee me quickly. 


BTX. 
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DIALOGUE iv. | 


* 4 | Þ 
Between the ſame, on the death of a child. 


Char. I have made à quick return of your viſit. 
But what's the matter, dear Olivia? what do you 
cry for? | 

Oliv. Matter enough, Charlotte, my brother Phi- ; 
lander is dead 0 l 
Char, Dead! I am very ſorry for that, when 
did he die ? 1 

Oliv. This morning about ten o'clock. | 
Char. He was well when you was with me laſt, 1 . 
was he not? pray what did he die of? 
Oliv. Yes, but he was taken ill the next day; ; 
| the doctor ſays 'twas a violent fever. . 
Char. But pray don't cry ſo much, you'll make 


yourſelf ſick, and then you'll die too. 1 f 
Oliv. No, I hope not; for I am afraid I am , 
not ſo ſit to die as he was, I wiſh I were. | 
=Char. I hope you won't die, indeed I ſhould 1 
be very ſorry to loſe you; but I wonder you 
Shoy'd think Philander fitter to die than you. : 


Ou. Oh, Charlotte, he was always a very good | 
child, he took a great deal of delight in hearing | . 
and reading good things; he would go by himſelf | 
to pray every morning and night ; and I never re- # | \ 
* member his making pappa or mamma angry with | 
him but once, and then he went by himſelf pre- | 
ſently to beg pardon of God for his diſobedience, | | 
| 


and would not reſt till he had obtain d his par- 
> Char, 


La * 
. 
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Char. He was an extraordinary child indeed, 
of his age, but I think you are as good, I am 
ſure I never ſaw one that knew ſo much as you. 

Oliv. So much the worle for me, Charlotte, 
that I ſhould know ſo much of my duty, and do 
it no better; my dear brother that is gone, took 
care to put in practice what he knew. | 

Char. So do you, I believe, for I have heard 
you much commended. 

Oliv. No indeed I have not, I have frequently 
diſpleaſed my parents, and often omitted ſecret 
prayer, which this dear little creature would re- 
prove me for ; and now he is gone, I wiſh I had 
minded him more. | 

Char. Well come, pray don't cry any longer; 
you may follow his advice now; and 1 hope this 


account will do me good, for I am ſure I am a 


great deal worſe than you; and if you are not fit 


to die, what will become of me? 


Oliv. I hope God will give us repentarce, and 
forgive our fins, that when we die, we may go to 
heaven, where my dear brother is gone. he 
told us he was going to God, and Chi, and 
bid us not cry for him, but prepare 1o follow 
him; but ſometimes I ſear I never ſhall. | 

Char. I came to learn of you, not to teach you; 
but I cannot forbear telling you of a place I read 
this morning, which 1 think is ſuitable to us, 
both for direction and encouragement. | | 

Oliv. What is it, dear Charlotte? I long to 
hear, | | 

Char. It is in Iſa. IV. 7. Let the withed 


forſake his ways, and the unrighteou: man ig 
5 thoughts, and let 


| 


him return to the Lord, and 
be 
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he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon. ; 

Oliv. This is a ſeaſonable word indeed. God 
grant we may forſake every fin, and 2 re- 
turn to him, and then we have his promiſe of 
—_— and if our ſins are pardoned, we may be 

ure our ſouls ſhall be ſaved. 


DA Loc uE V. 


Between Miſs Chloe and Miſs Dorinda, on 
| PRAYER. 


Ch. My pappa has given me leave to ſpend 
86d afternoon with you, if you are not enga- 
Dor. No, Chloe, I am no ways engaged, I ſhall 
be very _ of your company. | 
Chl 


came in? 


wh 


DA vety pretty book, Dr. Matti: Prayers 


er children and youth ? did you never ſee it? here 
It 18. | 

Chl. No, not as I remember. Is all this 
prayers ? 
0 Great part of it, but here are alſo 
ſome conſiderations to excite us to the duty, 
and ſome directions for the right performance of 


It. Han . 

© CH, And did you ever get any of theſe pray- 

ers? | | 

Dor. Yes, my mamma taught me the in- 

fant's prayer as ſoon as I could ſpeak; then 
. the 


hat book was that you were reading in 


4 


* 
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the young child's, and now I have learn'd thoſe 


for children of twelve years old. 

Cuil. But you are not ſo old yet, how came 
you to learn them ? a : * 

Dor. I am almoſt; and my mamma has told 
me the meaning of thoſe words in them I did not 
underſtand, | 

Chl. But I ſuppoſe they are longer, and I ſhould 
not like to get long prayers, and be obliged to 
ſay them every morning and night, as I ſuppoſe 
you do. 

Dor. Why Chloe T hope you do not think it a 
hardſhip to get any thing that is good, or to be ſo 
long employ'd every day in praying to God. 


What prayers do you uſe? for I don't doubt but 
your pappa has inſtructed you in your duty, as to 
praying to God. 


hl. Yes, indeed my pappa has often talk d 
to me about it. When my mamma was alive, I 
remember I uſed to ſay the Lord s- prayer to her 
night and morning, and after her death, a ſer- 


vant was ordered to hear me; but ſince I grew 


bigger, that I was not required to fay it to any 


body, to tell you the truth, tis very ſeldom I ſay 


it at all. 


Dor. I am very forry to hear this indeed, 
Chloe, and yet you own your pappa has told you of 
your duty. 


Ch]. Yes, but I generally forget it. 
Dor. Forget to pray to God, for the mercies 
you want, tha 
forget you, what do you think would become of 


you ? | 


Chl. Sometimes of an evening I think of it, 
but when tis dark I am afraid to go by myſelf. 


ors 


t's ſad indeed”! if God ſhould thus 


. 
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Dor. I don't wonder that you are afraid, if you 
ſo ſeldom pray to God to preſerve you. For for 
my part, ii I ſhould not commit myſelf to the pro- 
tection of God before I lie down, I ſhould fear he 
would be ſo angry with me, as to ſuffer ſome miſ- 
chief to come to me before the morning light. 

Chl. But my pappa goes to prayer with us, 
and I don't ſee any need there is for me to pray 
beſides. . 

Dor. Indeed, Chloe, Iam afraid by your talk, 
that you never prayed in your life. 

CM. Nay, Dorinda, now you wrong me, Iam 
ſure; what, won't you believe me? 

Dor. I make no doubt, my dear, of the truth 
of what you ſaid; but I believe what you call 
praying, I don't. 

Chl. Nay, I don't know what you mean now. 

Dor. I will tell you. I don't call it praying, 
only to ſay the words that are in any prayer, or 
to kneel down whilſt the maſter of the family 
prays; this you ſeem to account praying. 

Cuil. Ves. I don't know what praying is, if 
this is not. I thought this was whadevery body 
called praying. 

Dor. No, Chloe, praying is the work of the 
heart, and without we ſend up our defires to 
God, our prayers will do us no good; for 
It -=4j heart God looks at in all our approaches 
to him. * | 
nl. You talk of what I don't well under- 
fland; but I cant think but I have prayed to 
God 2'great many times in my life, 

Dor, You tell me when you pray, you ſay 
mie Laid's-prayer; now I will defire you bo 
TP A | | . _ 
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ell me, with what temper of mind you have 
aid it? 

Chl. What temper of mind! indeed, Dorinda, 
dont know what you mean, I find you know 
( great deal more of theſe things than I; pray ex- 
plain it to me. 

Dor. What I mean is this, when you are 
aying, Our father, which art in heaven, do you 
with awe and reverence think of God as your 
heavenly Father? do you find a defire to love 
and ory him as a child? When you are pray- 
ing that he would forgive your fins, do you find 
a ſenſe of fin, and ſorrow for it? So in the reſt, 
do your thoughts go along with your words, or 

do you only ſay over what you were taught, and 
think nothing about it ? Likewiſe, when your 
pappa is at prayer, do you mind what he ſays, 
and lift up your heart to God, deſiring from him 
the mercies prayed for? Now you underftand me, 
don't you ? OY 

Chl. Yes Ido, and muſt confeſs, that if this is 
praying, I never did (as you ſay) pray to God in 
my life. 

Dor. But, Chloe, I hope you will not omit it 
any longer, and that in ſecret as well as in the fa- 
mily ; for Chrifft has commanded us to enter into 
our cloſet, and ſhut our doors, and there pray to 

our father which ſeeth in ſecret; and for our” en- 
couragement has promiſed, that theſe our ſecret” 
devotions thall be rewarded openly+ - © - 

Chl. But my thoughts are almoſt always on my 
play, and I don't know how to fix them, as you 
talk, on good things. n vaYy 


Dor. The harder you find it to fix your mind 
the more occaſion have you to endeavour ny 


_ C and 


Jou à fault you was guilty o 
Lem. No, Emilia, indeed 5 ſhan't, %or L know 
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and I am perſuaded, if you would, before 


| vou begin, fit down and conſider the many 


mercies you have received from God, and what 
you ftand in need of, the many ſins you have 
committed, and the dreadful conſequences. of 
them, if God ſhould not forgive them, even end- 
leſs miſery; I fay if you think over theſe things, 
you will not need many more confiderations to 
put you into a ſerious temper ; you will find your- 
ſelf ſo much concerned in the acceptance your 
prayers meet with, as will put fervour into your 
pins. And if you pleaſe, I will lend you this 
ſe I think theſe prayers are ſuch as 

you . 
l. Pray do, and 1 will get ſome, and try 


to uſe them iu the manner you have directed 


Mme. 
Dor. You will find there better directions than 
I can give you, and pray God bleſs then to 


you. 


DIALOGUE VI. 


| Between "Mi if Emilia and Miſs Lemira, on 
| Keeping the r 


"Fai . you won't. be angry, — II tell 
eſte 


you will do it out of love to me- 

: Emil, L aſſure you I do, for my end 1 is, that 
you may amend without correction; for I. am 
12 It your pappa knew what 7 750 did laft night 


ge very angry). 
Ties 


r — 


— 
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Lem. I believe I gueſs what you mean, but pray 
tell me. 

Emil. Tlook'd in at the window as I came from 
church, and ſaw you employed very unſuitable to 
the day. If my mamma had not been with me, 
I ſhould have ſpoke to you. 

Lm. I thought what you meant, and I wiſhyou 
had, it would have ſaved my brother and me a 
ſevere correction; far my pappa caught us at it; 
and after laying before us the evil we were guilty 
of, by prophaning the Lord's-day, told us he 
thould give us deſerved correction on the morrow, 
which we this morning had. 

Emil. 1 am very ſorry I did not ſpeak to you, 
but I thought my mamma did not fee yon, and 
I was loth ſhe ſhould know. But methinks if 
it was the firſt time you had offended on this 
account, Mr. might have thought it ſaf- 
ficient to convince you of the fin, and reſerve the 
puniſhment, if you ſhould be guilty again. I re- 
member my mamma did ſo by me one Lord's- 
day night, after we came from church: I was 
got by myſelf, and very buſily engaged in 
play, when my mamma came into the room, 
ſhe was very angry with me, and took me up 
into her chamber, where ſhe turn'd me to, _ 
cauſed me to read thoſe places of ſcripture, 
wherein God commands us to keep holy the ſab- 
bath-day ; and alfo, where God ſpeaks of it 
as the great reproach of a wicked people, that 
they ſaid, what a wearin?ſs it is to ſerve the Lord? 
and when will the ſabbath be over? She like- 
wiſe told me, that if inſtruction and reproof 
would not do; ſhe muſt add correction next 
time. 8 


C 2 Lem · 
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Lem. Well, and were you never guilty of the 
ſame fault again? 
+ Emil. Never ſo far as to be corrected for it, I 
never ſet myſelf to play again. I have not in- 
deed improved the time between the publick 
worſhip as I ought to have done, in reflecting on 
what I have heard, in reading or getting my ca- 
techiſm, herein 1 have too and. = been defec- 
tive, which I am ſenfible is an evil, and what I 
ought to be more careful in. 
m. Ah! Emilia, your mamma, and m 
Pappa, have acted both alike; and herein is 
the, difference, that you were fo good and ſo 
wiſe, as to mend with reproofs; and I have 
been ſo fooliſh and wicked, that though I have 
* had them frequently repeated, they have had 
| no effect upon me, which, as my pappa told 
me, obliged him to uſe ſeverer methods with 
me. | 
Emil. I am ſorry to hear this, Lemira, for 
methinks that's a very diſingenuous mind that 
won't be —_—_— on without ſtripes. Don't you 
know what Solomon ſays; that a reproof entereth 
more a0 a wiſe man, than an hundred flripes into 
. @ fool. 
| Jo. Indeed I muſt own myſelf very much to 
blame. I ſee my fin and folly, but, alas! ſo have 
I done a pe many times, and been as angry 
| with myſelf as pappa has been with me; and yet 
it may be the next Lotd's-day, when no body was 
by, I have done the ſame, though I have been 
taught that the eye of God is always upon me, 
and that he takesnotice whether I ſanctify or pro- 
phane his day. 
Emil. 
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Emil. 1 know you have the advantage of 
good inſtruction as well as I, and I hope twill 
pleaſe God to bleſs it to you, and that you will 
never have occaſion for a reproof more on this ac- 
count. 

Lem. T hope I ſhall not, Emilia. I give you 
many thanks for your good advice, and ſhall 
be glad of your company often, which I believe 
will be very ſerviceable to me; for though pap- 
pa is a very good man, and takes all opportu- 
nities to inſtruct me, yet you know he has but 
little time for it, being much abroad. If my 
mamma had been alive as your's is, I ſhould 
have had greater advantages; and, befides, 
I can talk more freely to you than to my pap- 


Pa. | 

Emil. I ſhall be very glad to be any ways of 
ſervice to you, and will be with you as often as I 
can. 


DIALOGUE VI. 


Beten: the ſame, on 4 proud and haughty carriag 
towards INFERIORS. | 


> 


Lem. I am very glad to ſee you, I have” been 
wiſhing for you all the afternoon. 8 
Emil. I thought I ſaw a little gid with youy I 
hope I have not ſent her away? -—- 
m, O, that's only a neighbour's daughter 
that I let come and play with me ſometimes 
when I'm alone; I don't mind ſending” her 


away. | | 
C 3 + Emil. 


— oa — —— — 
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Emil. Nay, but pray let her come in again, I 
would not have her go upon my account, the will 
be angry perhaps. | 

Lem. So let her, if ſhe will, I don't care; for 
to tell you the truth, I don't love ſhe ſhould 
come, but my pappa has fome acquaintance 
with her father and mother, and he ſays they 
are very good people, and ſhe is a pretty civil 


child, ſo will have her here often; but they are 


_ folks, and I don't think her fit company 
or me: however as to affronting her, I cant 
do it, for if I could, I thould have done it long 


ago. 
> Emil. Lemira, I am loth to be always findi 
fault with you; but you took what I ſaid laf 
time to you, ſo well, that I hoes ſhall not of- 
fend you if I am free in ſpeaking again. | 
Lem. No Emilia, I ſhan't be angry, for I am 
ſure you ſpeak to me for my good. | 
Emil. Then indeed, Lemira, I am ſorry to ſce fo 
much of a haughty temper as you have diſcover'd 
concerning this child. Von know pride is very 
unbecoming as well as ſinful. 

Ie. I an't proud, not I; but I think it is be- 
neath a gentleman's daughter to keep company 
with ſuch poor children. 

Emil. Then can aſſure = I very often act be- 
neath myſelf, for there's Lydia I ſuppoſe 

know her, don't you? 

Lem. Yes, I think her mother keeps a little 

\ hop ; I believe I bought ſome ribband of her once, 


zs it not ſhe you mean? 


Emil. Yes, tis ſhe, and I can aſſure you ſome 
of the pleaſanteſt hours I ſpend, are in that child's 


nr: Lem 


1 * 
Jo „ dy 
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Lem. I can't tell what you admire in her; in- 
deed, Emilia, I thought you had a better fancy, 
I know the girl by fight. 

Emil. You know her only by fight, and the 
mean, though decent appearance ſhe makes, ren- 


ders her contemptible in your eyes; but I know 


her by intimate acquaintance, and her handſome 
carriage, good temper, wit, and above all good- 
neſs, renders her an agreeable companion to 
me. 

Lem. I don't know what ſhe may be, but in ge- 
neral, I hope youll allow it moſt proper to keep 
company with ſuch as ourſelves. 

Emil. Yes, I grant 'tis' beſt when we can, to 
have ſuch for our intimates on this account, be- 
cauſe we are moſt likely to learn of them a be- 
haviour ſuitable to the rank in which we are 
placed. But then, when we are with thoſe that 
are below us, we ſhould treat them with a 
deal of civility and kindneſs; which, by your 
own account, you have not this child we were 
ſpeaking of. | 

Lem. I am civil enough to her, I think; you 
would not have me carry it to her as if ſhe was a 
rich man's daughter, would you? 

Emil. I would have you behave towards her 
as a creature of the ſame rank of beings with your- 
ſelf ; and as conſidering that tis God alone who 
has made a diſterence in the circumſtances of your 
parents and her's. But pray, before we go any 
further, what are her friends? For I thought b 
the glimpſe I had of her, ſhe look'd pretty we 
dreſs d. | 

Lem. Her father was defign'd for a lawyer, 
aud I have heard her fay, was at Oxford for 


learn; 
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learning; but his father, through misfortunes, not 
being able to maimain him till he got into buſi- 
nefs, he was obliged to ſeek for a maintenance in 


a meaner way, and got a place which brings him | 


in hardly enough to keep them. As to her dreſs 


Indeed, the generally goes neat enough, for her 
mother was a gentleman's daughter, and ſhe ' 
takes pains to have her make as genteel an appear- | 
ance as ſhe can with what ſhe has, which is chief- 
Iy my old clothes. 
Emil. Well, Lemira, now I think you much | 7 


more to blame than I did before. 
Lem. Why ſo, pray? 


Emil. Becauſe, for aught I can find, ſhe came | 
of as good a family as we. | 
Lem. What if ſhe did; I tell you they are fo | 


r-now, as to be glad of my old clothes. 
Emil. Then according to your notion, I per- 


ceive if my pappa ſhould loſe his money, and 
grow poor, you would not care to keep me com- 


pany any longer. 


Lem. Yes, indeed I ſhould, Emilia; why ſhould 


you have ſuch a thought? 

Emil. Nay, 1 can think no otherwiſe by what 
you ſay yourſelf. At firſt I thought you only 
meant that you did not like to keep company 
With the ordinary ſort of children; but now I 
"find the chief of your objection lies in their parents 


not having ſo much money as your's, and not 
being able, to keep them ſo fine. Now I would 


only have you conſider how you would like it, 
fuppoſing your pappa thould loſe moſt of what 
he * many merchants have done) if you 


found yourſelf ſlighted and deſpiſed on that ac- 


count, 
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23 
count, and thought unfit company for any of 
old acquaintance ; what think you of it, i 
the caſe your own ? 

Lem. 1 muſt confeſs I ſhould think it very 
hard. 


Emil. Then I hope you will ſee reaſon to 


| change both your opinion and conduct, and be- 


ware of ſuch a temper and behaviour for the fu- 
ture; for the wiſeſt of men has told us, that pride 
goeth before dęſtruction, and a haughty ſpirit be- 


ore a fall. And fo changeable and uncertain is 
every thing in this world, that we know not 
how ſoon we, who now make ſo great a figure 


through our parents proſperity, may by their 


death, or loſſes, be reduced to as low a conditi- 
on as this Child now is in; and ſhe may by pro- 


vidence be raiſed to the height from which we 
fell. My mamma has frequently told me of 


ſuch inſtances, to teach me humility, and guard 
me againſt boaſting in what I at preſent en- 


joy. 
* Jam fully convinced of the reaſonable- 


neis of your diſcourſe, and hope, my dear Emilia, 


that I ſball think of, and endeavour to follow 


; 2 
on CS 


2 your good advice. 


DIA- 
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DIALOGUE VII. 
Between the ſame, on sien 88 and DE Arx. 


Emil. I was much concerned when your 
man came and told me you were ſo ill you could 
not come out. I could not be eaſy without 
getting leave of my mamma to come and ſee 
vou. | 

Lem. That was very kind, Emilia, I was ſo 
bad laft night, pappa thought I ſhould have di- 
ed; but I am much better to-day. 

Emil. I am very glad of it, and hope 'twill 
pleaſe God to reſtore you to health. What do 
you take? | 

Lem. i don't know; a great deal of naſty 
ſtuff. But my doctor tells me I ſhall ſoon be 
well ag-in if I take it, which makes me do it 
. willingly. | 

Emil. So you ſhould, and I hope you pray to 
God to bleſs it to you. 

Lem. What! ſhould I pray to God when I take 
my phyfic? I did not think of that. 

Emil. I we ſhould pray to God to bleſs our 
+ food, ſure we thould lift up our hearts to him 
to bleſs the phyſic we take, without which bleſ- 
ſing it can do us no good, don't you think we 
ſhould? | 

Lem. I believe we ſhould, but indeed I never 
did. It may be if I had, I ſhould have been well 
before now. 


Emil. 


Hit away. 
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Emil. Don t you know we ſay concerning any 
thing, if it is not worth aſking for, 'tis not 


Worth having; and ſure it don't look as if we 


thought our health of any value to us, when we 
never pray to God to reſtore it, if he had taken 


Lem. You ſay right; I will pray to God to 


make me well, for I am ſure I ſhould be very 


glad to be about again, and fit to play. If I ſhould 


de as bad to-night, as I was laſt night, I ſhould be 


frighted out of my wits, 
Emil. J hope you will not: but what would 


fight you ſo much if you ſhould ? 


Lem. Why, now I know pappa thought I would 

** died: if I ſhould be fo again, I ſhould think 
O too. 

Emil. J am ſure I ſhould be very ſorry if you 
ſhould die. But what makes you ſo much afraid 
of dying ? 

Lem. What makes me afraid! isnot every body 
loth to die? Who would be willing to leave their 
friends, and be ſhut up in a coffin, and put into 
a grave for the worms to eat? I believe you 
would not, as much as you ſeem to wonder at 
me. ” 
Emil. I can't ſay but I have been much afraid o 
death, but on another account. mw 

Lem. Then you have been afraid of dying 
2 well as I; pray what were your reaſons for 
it wes 
Emil. I fear d I was not fit to die, and that 1 
mutt go into everlaſting fire in hell, amongſt de- 
vils, and miſerable creatures. P 

Lem. That you had no reaſon to fear, for 


you 
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ed children go to the devil. 


children are guilty of; but we were all born with 
much followed theſe ſinſul deſires in many inſtan- 


due to me. 


any fear about it: for I thought as I was not ſo 


ſelf! t i 
Emil. O, Lemira! 'tis not ſufficient for our 


the name of God in vain, play upon the Lord's- 
day, and ſuch ' groſs acts of fin; theſe you 
know we are reftrained from, and were we 
guilty of, ſhould be correfted for by our pa- 
rents, which many of theſe poor children are 
not, but are, it may be, encouraged in by the 
example of their parents; and therefore, in 
. theſe things, 'tis not that we are ſo much bet- 
ter than they, as that we have the happineſs of 
a better education, which makes the difference: 
that our friends take more care of us, or elſe 
tis to be fear d, in moſt of theſe things, we 
ſhould have been as bad as they. We have the 
fame corrupt nature in us to diſpoſe us to evil; 
and you know, as to playing on the — we 

ve 


you were always a good child, and none but wick- 


Emil. No, Lemira, you are much miſtaken. 
I never was leſt to commit ſuch groſs fins as ſome | 


inclinations to that which is finful, and I have too 
ces, which made me juſtly fear the wrath of God | 

Lem. I don't know, as to that I never had | 
wicked as a great many children be, I ſhould go 
to heaven: and yet I always took you to be a 


great deal better than me, ſo that I can't but 
wonder you ſhould have ſuch thoughts of your- | 


ſalvation that we are better than ſome other 
children; that we don't tell lies, ſteal, take © 


Ly 


FAMILIAR DIALOGUEs. 27 


have both been guilty, and ſhould perhaps have 
run much greater lengths, had we not been re- 
ſtrain d. 

Lem. That's true, I remember very well what 
you mean, and muſt own, that notwithſtanding all 
pappa's reproofs, and your counſels too, I ſhould 
have gone on, had not the fear of ſevere correc- 
tion hinder'd me. 

Emil. Then I hope you are convinced 'tis not 
enough to have the character of good children, 
that we are better than ſome others, when this 
is chiefly owing to our better inſtruction. 

Lem. In part I am, but want to know who are 
the good children in your account, 

Emil. They are ſuch as not only keep from 
theſe groſſer fins, but whatever elſe they are 
taught is diſpleaſing to God; who are defirous 
to do whatever they know he requires of them, 
and with their whole hearts give up them- 
ſelves to God in Chrift, ſenfible of, and ſor- 
ry for their paſt fins, applying by faith to the 
blood of Chrift for the pardon of them; and 
who reſolve, by his grace, they will ſerve him 
all their days. Theſe, and theſe only, can 
be called good children in the ſenſe I mean. 

Lem. But I don't know any children, except 
yourſelf, that are thus good. What, do all 
others go to hell when they die? 

Emil. After they are come of age to be ca- 
pable of knowing the difference between fin 
and duty, and have been inſtructed in the way 
of ſalvation by Crit, if they do not apply to 


riff 


D 


—— 


28 FAMILIAR DIALOGUES, 


Chrift for pardon and grace, and make it their 
conſtant endeavour to forſake fin, and keep the 
commandments of God, I can ſee no hope for 
them: for our Saviour expreſſiy ſays, Except ye 
repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh ; and that he 
who believeth nit on him is under the wrath of 
God. 

Lem. Oh! what ſhall I do then? I have not 
Leen. one of thefe good children you talk of; 
and if I ſhould grow. worſe and die, what will 
become of me? | 

Emil. Don't be affrighted, Lemira, J did not 
ſpeak to terrify you, but to put you upon mak 
ing a ſpeedy preparation for death. Chriſt 
Feſus is ready to receive all who come to him, 
and has promiſed thoſe who ſeek him early, ſhall 
tind him. | 
Lem. Well, methinks I ſee things quite o- 
therwiſe than 1 did before. I am ſenſi- 
ble I am a finner againſt God, and as ſuch 

* have deſerved to go to hell; and I can't but 
admire at the goodneſs of God, in ſparing me 
when I was ſo bad, and giving me time to re- 

nt. 
7 Tis a mercy you ought to be very 
thankful for, and I hope will be careful to im- 
prove; which that you may, I pray God carry 
on the convictions now made on your mind to a 
Full reſolution to give up yourſelf to him, thro' 

Chriſt the only redeemer. I muſt now leave 
Jou, and hope you'll be well enough to come 
and ſec me. | 2 
, i Lem, 


Be: 
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Lem. Dear Emilia, I thank you for your 200d 
advice and kind wiſhes, and you may be ſure 
the tirſt viſit I make will be to you. 


DIALOGUE IX 


Between the ſame, on the Peace of Mind in the near 
Views of Death and the Grave. ; 


Emil. Jam very ſorry you are confin'd till 
Lemira; I hop'd for the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
at our houſe before now. 

Lem. I am very ill indeed, rather worſe thin 
better; and I muſt expect to be worſe ſtill, for 1 
find the doctor, thinks I am in a conſumption, 
and ſhall not live long. 

Emil. No, I hope not, L-mira; for I ſhould 
be ſadly griev'd if you thould die. | 

Lem. As to that, I am now very eaſy ; for I 
truſt I have been enabled by the grace of God 
to repent of my ſins, and believe in Chriſt; 
and now I can ſubmit with chearfulneſs to the 
will of God, whatever it ſhall be. I hope, if it 
ſhall pleaſe him to reſtore me, l ſhall be enabled 
to ſpend the reſidue of my days in his fear, and 
to his honour and glory, or it he ſhall ſee meet 
to remove me hence, I truſt he will receive me 
into his glorious kingdom above ; the profpect 
of which happingſs has overcome all tho&t tems 
of death I talk d (o you of, and made me think 
of it with pleaſure, 

Emil, 


D 2 


30 FAMILIaR DIALOGUES. 


Emil. O Lemira! I cannot expreſs the delight 
and joy it raiſes in my breaſt to hear of this 
happy alteration in the temper of your mind. 
Pray how long have you enjoyed this ſatisfacti- 
on? 
Lem. T ought to hide nothing from you, to 
whom under God I owe ſo much, even my com- 
fort here, and happineſs hereafter: and there- 
fore I will give you as particular an account 
as I can. Afrer you was gone, I ſpent moſt 
of the evening in thinking over what had paſt; 
nor was our converſation out of my mind long 
together all the next day. The concern I was 
under was ſo great, that I believe it had no 
ſmall influence on my health. That evening 
I was taken exceeding ill, and my pap 
perceiving me very dull, thought company might 
divert me. He ſent for Lucy, the child we 
had the diſcourſe about; and though I have lik'd 
her much better, and carried it more kind 
Iy to her fince, yet I was not pleas'd at ſeei 
Her come in, for I wanted you to ſpeak my — 
to, or ſomebody that might give me ſuitable ad- 
vice, which I little thought her capable of doing, 
but fo it proved. 
Emil. Well then I hope your ſentiments about 
her are now entirely alter'd. | 

Lem. Alterd, Emilia! I love her as if ſhe were 
my ſiſter: Iam hardly ever eaſy without her; 1 
was very ſorry ſhe could not be here this after= 
noon, till I ſaw you come in; who, I aſſure yon, 
are the only perfon whoſe company could make 
up the loſs of her's, for I think the knows almoſt 
as much as you. =o 

A Emil. 


— 
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Emil. That ſhe may ſoon do, and more too, 
for I know very little conſidering the advantages 
I have had; and 1 Lucy may have had as 
good inſtruction as I. 

Lem. Her parents have taken a great deal of 
pains with her; and ſhe has been as diligent 
to improve by their inſtructions, as you will fee 
by what I ſhall tell you. Juſt after ſhe came 
in, I was ſo bad that I could not forbear cry 
ing; at which the ſeemed much concerned, and 
begg'd me not to cry, becauſe that would make 
me worſe. Oh! Lucy ſaid I, if you felt what 
] feel, you would cry too; for indeed the 
diſtreſs of my mind was greater than the pain of 
my body, which- made me that I could not 
contain myſelf. Lucy than aſked me where 
my pain was: I did not anſwer her preſent- 
ly; but ſaid ſoftly, Oh! what ſhall I do! what 
will become of me! ſhe overheard me, and 
ſaid pray don't be ſo much concern'd, | hope 
it will pleaſe God to ſpare and recover you; 
but if not, if he takes you to himſelf, that 
will be better than living here. O but Lucy, 
ſaid I, I am not fit for death. But repli- 
ed ſhe, don't you know that God is rich in 
mercy to all that call upon him; and if you 


1 pray in ſincerity to him, he will beſtow that 
grace on you, that will make you meet for glo- 
| ry. When I found ſhetalk'd ſo like you, it 


encouraged me to be free with her; and I told 


her part of our laſt diſcourſe, and what had 
| paſt in my own mind fince the fears I was, un- 


der, with the reafon I thought I had for them; 


to which ſhe replied, that ſhe was glad to 
| 2 fuck 
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find I had fuch a fight and ſenſe of fin; and 
though there was the greateſt reaſon to mourn 


for our fins, there was none to defpair on 
their account, ſince Chrift had invited every one | 


who was weary of their fins and burdened with 


them, to come to him and he would give 
them reſt; and can we indeed think that Chrift * 


came down from heaven, and laid down his 
life to ſave his people from their fins, and yet 


that he will reject thoſe who come to implore 
But, faid I, how can I thin 
that Chriff will accept of me who have been 


his aſſiſtance ? 


guilty of ſo many fins? I have played upon the 


rd s-day, diſobeyed my pappa, and hardly 
ever prayed to God; what can I think will 


become of ſo wicked a child as I, but to go 
to the devil? To which ſhe replied, are you 
not heartily grieved that you ſhould ſo often of- 
fend God, and your pappa? And do not you 
now reſolve by the grace of God, that if he ſhall 


ſpare your life, you will endeavour to perform 


your duty better; that you will according to 


God's exhortation by the prophet Iſaiah, ch. i. 


16, 17. Ceaſe to do evil, and learn to well? | 


O yes, ſaid I, if I know my own heart, you 
have ſpoke it's fincere deſires. Methinks I 
would do or ſuffer any thing rather than of- 
fend God as I have done. Well, ſaid Lucy, 


ſince you are brought to ſuch a diſpoſition, hear 
what God ſays in the next verſe of that chapter, 
and think tis you he thus ſpeaks to. Come and let 
"ts * together—T hough your fins be as ſcarlet, 
all be white as ſnow ; though they be red like 
crimſen, they ſhall be as wo'l, | 


they 
— Emil, 
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Emil. She applied herſelf in a very ſuitable 
manner to you indeed, and with a great deal of 
judgmept ; pray what effect had it upon you? 
Lem, Thoſe laſt words ſeemed as if they 
were indeed ſpoken by God himſelf to me; 
they were impreſſed with ſuch power on my heart, 
as in an inſtant diſpelled all my fears, and 
cauſed me to rejoice in him, as a God par- 
doning my iniquities, for the ſake of 'my dear 


Redeemer. I could not forbear expreſſing the 


joy I felt in my ſoul at this diſcovery of the 
love of God, in Chrift, to me, which Lucy was 
not a little pleaſed to hear; and ſaid a great deal 
more than I can relate to you, to ſtrengthen and 
confirm my hope and truſt in God; and ſhe is 


daily finding me out ſome promiſe or other, which 
the thinks ſuitable to my _ caſe, to ſupport 
me in this time of affli 


ion, and raife me - 
bove the fear of death. Thus, my dear Emilia, 
T have given you a large account of the happy 
change which I truſt is wrought in me, and 
how you and Lucy have been made the means of 
It, 

Emil. God is ſometimes pleaſed to work by 
the moſt unlikely means, to diſplay more fully 
his own power, that all the glory may redound 
to him, to whom I truſt you do aſcribe it. And 
as nothing is too hard for almighty power, I 
hope He who has forgiven your iniquities, will 
alſo heal your diſeaſes, that you may live a mo- 
nument of his grace, and an inſtrument of pro- 
moting his glory. | 

Lem. I know God can reftore me, but as 
there is little room to think of life in my caſe, 

f I chuſe 
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to 
IS 


I chuſe rather to turn my mind from tha 
dhe other world, and take a view, thou 
but a glimmering, of the glory of the ly 
ſtate in order the more effectually t con- 
cile me to a departure hence; and When 1 
think I ſhall be freed from fin, and Freed from 
ſorrow, and be for ever in the preſence of God 
my Father, and Chriff my dear Redeemer, me 
thinks I am rather deſirous than loth to leave 
this world, and whatever is deareſt to me in 
5M 


Emil. Indeed death in this light muſt appear 
more the object of deſire than dread; for he is 
to the good only a kind meſſenger ſent by their 
father to bring them into his preſence. And 
though the body muſt lie for a while rotting-in 
the grave, yet that we are aſſured ſhall be raiſed 
again, and made like to Chrift's glorious body, 
when he thall come to judge the world. 

Lem. It ſhall ſo, and in the mean while feel 
no pain as It does now; ſo that there appears 
nothing at all ſhocking to me in this. I can 
commit this fleſh to the grave in a firm belief 
of a joyful and glorious reſurrection to everlaſting 
life. 

Emil. It rejoiceth me to find you thus got à— 
bove the love of life, or the fear of death. But 
the thoughts of parting with you almoſt oven 
whelm me, and I don't know how Iſhall bear the 
feparation when it comes. 

Lem. Nay, Emilia, I hope you that have 
taken ſo much pains. to inftruct me in my du- 
ty, won't want to be put in mind by me of the 
reaſonableneſs of ſubmitting to the = 7 

| oa: 
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T doubt not you will be equally ready to grant 
it. 

Emil. You may depend on any aſſiſtance I 
can give you; and though I am not capable of 
diredting you in a work of ſuch importance, and 
of ſo large an extent, as it really takes in all your 
future conduct, I am writing you ſome heads of 
diſcourſes I heard on the ſubject of ſickneſs and 
recovery, which I believe will be of no ſmall 
uſe to you. 

Lem. That is very kind indeed, Emilia, Lucy 
yeſterday brought me ſome remarks ſhe-had been 
zeading on the parable of the labourers in the 
vineyard, which I was much pleaſed with; and 
particularly this obſervation, that each one that 
was called in, did ſome work, though the length 
of time they laboured was unequal. From whence 
this thought aroſe in my mind; I truſt my Lord 
| hath called me, not only by his word, but by 
his ſpirit and grace; but how unreaſonable was 
it to expect that I ſhould receive my penny, 
who had not wrought one hour? It certainly 
therefore becomes me to enquire what is the 
work allotted me, and with vigour to ſet a- 
bout it. 

Emil. A very juſt obſervation ; for we are not 
ſent into our Lord's vineyard, to ſquander away 
our time in wantonneſs and play, nor to waſte 
it in ſloth and negligence ; but ev'ry ſervant there 
has his proper work aſſigned, ſuited to his age 
and capacity. X 

Lem. But here again I am at a loſs; for tho 
1 truſtI find a fincere and earneſt deſire to lay 
out my time and all my powers in the m— | 

an 
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and for the honour of that God, who has laid 
me under ſuch ſtrong obligations to him, and 


to whom I have ſolemnly devoted all I am, and 


have, yet I think myſelf uncapable of doing 
any ſervice, and this gives me no {mall uneatt- 
neſs. 

Emil. No, Lemira, young as you are, you are 
capable, and by the divine aſſiſtance and bleſſing, 
will I doubt not be rendered very uſeful in your 
place. You have a large acquaintance, and 
as it has pleaſed God to convince you by expe- 
rience, that he will ſometimes own and honour 
with ſucceſs the weakeſt endeavours to ſerve 
him; this ſtrengthens your obligation to a like 
attempt, and ought to be a ſufficient encourage- 
ment to you to ſet about the work with chear- 
fulneſs and vigour, 

Lem. You ſay right, but alas! unſkilled as 

am, how ſhall 1 go about a work of this na- 
ture? I can't but own I have often thought with 
no ſmall degree of pity and compaſſion of this 
or the other of my young friends; and often 
wiſhed, and I truſt ſincerely prayed, that God 
would open their eyes to ſee their need of a 
Saviour, the worth of their immortal ſouls, and the 
value of that time they ſo careleſsly trifle a- 
way. I have longed to have them taſte thoſe 
moſt noble pleaſures, which would render all 
their vain amuſements mean and contemptible 
in their eyes: but you know moſt of them 
are my ſuperiors in rank, and older than I; 
and I fear I ſhall not have courage to apply 
to them, and ſhould expect only deriſion in re- 


turn, 
Emil » 


Fl 
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id Emil. Let but your breaſt be freſh warm'd 
id with ſuch thoughts as you have now mentioned, 
d when you come into their company, and join 
8 herewith the full conviction of your duty in 
li- this caſe, and I am perſuaded theſe ſentiments 
will overcome all your backwardneſs, and even 
re WF force open your mouth inthe cauſe of God, and 
g. for the benefit of thoſe you conveiſe with; as to 
ir MM the event, when we have diſcharged our duty, 
d ue ſmuſt leave that with him, who has all our 
_ hearts in his hand. But this J can aſſure you, 
ir that I have ſeldom known a ſerious and affecti- 
_ Ws: onate application fail of ſome ſucceſs; it has 
e f been attended with, and left ſuch a conviction 
- on the conſcience, as hath raiſed eſteem inſtead 
- of averſion, even where it hath not been the hap- 
py means of changing the heart and life. But 
8 tho' it ſhould in any inſtance produce the effect 
- * you fear; think, mY dear Lemira, how you can 
1 rake up your croſs and follow your Redeemer, 
5 (as every true chriſtian profeſſes it his reſoluti- 
1 on to do) if you can't ſtand the brunt of a pro- 
| fane jeer, or impious ſcoff: this has had no ſmall 
I weight with me. 


Lem. You filence indeed all my objections, but 
ſtill, 1 am at a loſs how to begin; and I think a 
good deal depends on the manner of introducing 
a diſcourfe on ſuch ſubjects. - 

Emil. It does ſo, eſpecially with ſuch as the 
greateſt part of your acquaintance are; but 
"herein 1 am too unſkilled myſelf, only would 
adviſe you to aſk, and you may hope to receive, 
that wiſdom which is profitable to direct. But 


Where 
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where a ſpeedy entrance on ſerious diſcourſe 
might have ſeemed too abrupt, or to intrench 
on the rules of good breeding or modeftyy 
T have found my account in engaging them 
inſenſibly almoſt on ſuch ſubjects, by: repeat- 
ing ſome verſes; firſt it may be on moral, 
and then divine ſubjects, and fo from ſome 
hints in them took occaſion to begin a dif- 


eburſe; and I think you can ſay a great many 


verſes, | 

Lem. Yes, and a great may more ſince I ſaw you, 

r Lucy was continually bringing me 6ne copy 
or other that the thought ſuited me, one of 
which I have brought with me ; ſhe =_ it me 
but yeſterday, fo | can't ſay it perfect. 

Emil. Pray my dear read it. 

Lem. "Twas made by a reverend and pious friend 
of theirs in the country for a young lady : and 
he being in town, Lucy got me a copy of it. 
"Tis a thought on recovery from dangerous fick- 
neſs, in which much of the preſence of God had 


been experienced. 


7 I. 


My God, thy ſervice well demands 
The remnant of my days : 

Why was the fleeting breath reneu'd 

But to renew thy praiſe ? 


II. 


Thine arms of everlaſting love, 
Did this weak frame ſuftain ; 
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* When life in purple torrents flow'd 
From every ſinking veins 


IH. 


Thou, when the. pains of death were fall 
Did'ft chaſe 75 of hell ; - =, 
And teach me with my quiv ring lips, 


Thy matchleſs grace to tell. 


us % IV. 
Py | | 
of » Calmly I bow'd my fainting head, 
„ On thy dear faithful breaſ; 
: Pleas d to obey my father's call 
To his eternal reſt. 
V. 
Into thy handi, my Saviour God, 
Did I my ſoul refigs ; 


In firm dependance on that truth, 
That made ſalvation mine. 
. | VI. 
Back from the borders of the grave 


12 thy 1 come; | 
or would I urge a ſpeedier flight 
Zo my celeflial home, a 


E 2 VII. 


The lady's illneſs was a vomiting of blood attended 
with the moſt violent ſymptoms, , i 
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VII. 


IF here thou deter mind iſt my abode, 
There would. I chooſe to be ; 
For. in thy preſence death i; life, 


And earth is heaven with thee. 


Emil. Did you not tell me otherwiſe, I ſhould 
think they had been made on you. | 

Lem. They are extremely ſuitable. Methinks 
when II read them, it brings me back to my fick- 
bed, and almoſt renews both the ſorrows and joys 
of it. And I hope this frequent review will be a 
means of keeping up thoſe lively affections, which 
I find but too apt to cool, as I come more into 
the world again. 

Emil. We can't indeed be too much on our 
guard againſt the entanglements of a vain world, 
a tempting devil, and our own treacherous 
hearts; but our kind Redeemer has promiſed, 
that his grace ſhall be ſufficient for us, and his 
ftrength ſhall be made perfect in our weakneſs. 
Thus aided, thus ſtrengthened, you and I may 
go ſuccelsfully through every duty, and com- 
fortably through every trial, till our work is 
over, both in doing and ſuffering the will of God, 
and we ſhall receive the end of our faith and pati- 
ence, even the compleat everlaſting ſalvation of 
our ſouls. | 


D I A- 
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DIALOGUE. XL 


Between Miſe Philomela, and Miſs Orinda, en 
Diligence, and Obedience to Parents. 


Phi. I was in hopes I ſhould have ſeen: you 
yeſterday, Orinda, you talk d of coming. 

Or. Ves, and would fain have done it too, 
but my mamma would not let me. I aſk'd her 
a great many times; at laſt the told me, that 
if | aſked her once more, I ſhould not go this 
month. _ | 

Phi. What was the matter? I hope your mam- 
ma is not afraid that I ſhould teach you any thing. 
that is bad. 

Or. No, twas not for that indeed, for my 
mamma often praiſes you to me, and tells me, 


that tis a great favour that you will accept of 


my company, as I am ſo much younger than 
vou; but to tell you the true reaſon, it was be- 
cauſe the would make me finith ſome work I was 

about. 

Phi. If it was wanted, that was a very good 
reaſon, and you ſhould” not have defu'd to go 
out. 

Or. No, it was not wanted; but to tell you 
the truth, I ſhould have done it above a week 
ago. And ſo my mamma ſaid, becauſe I had 
been ſo idle, I ſhould not gy out till it was 
done. ö 

Phi. Nay then, to tell you the truth, Orize 
da, I think your mamma ſerved you very right, 

| E 3 Iam 
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I am ſure mine would have done the ſame. But 
then I hope you can come to-day. 

Or. No, I cannot. For I was fo vexed at not 
going, that I could not work; fo that tis ne- 
ver the nearer being done for my ſlaying at 
home. | 

Phi. I am ſorry 


you to be. 
Or. Why Philomela? What do you mean? 


Pli. I thought you had been very dutiful to 


your parents, and very diligent; in both 
which, I find by what you ſay, you are very de- 
:Fective, 

Or. I don't think I am undutiful indeed; if 
-T had flipt out (asI could have done) and come 
40 you, then-you might have tax d me with be- 


- 


ing undutiful. he | 
Phi. That would have been diſobedience in 
the higheſt degree. But you own you was fo out 
ol temper, that you did no work; thts proceeded 
from diſobedience. 


Or. How can that be? I did not ſpeak unhand- 


ſomely to my mamma, I kept it to myſelf. 

Phi. That is as much as to ſay, you thought 
hat you knew was not fit to ſpeak, which is 
Ai ſteſpect to our parents, that God ſees and 
takes notice of, tho' we hide it from them; and 
though you did not ſpeak unhandſomely to your 
mamma, I think you did very unhandſomely 
by her, when ſhe kept you at home to finith 
"your work not 10 doit, which was in effect 
telling her, the thonld be never the nearer for 
keeping you; and you know we ſay actions 
N ſpeak 


you ſhould give me an account ' 
of yourſelf ſo different to what I always took | 
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ſpeak louder than words; and whenever you 
think of it, 'tis indeed diſobedience not to do, 
whatever your mamma would have you, chear- 
tully. 

Or. I did not omit doing it, becauſe I would 
diſobey my mamma, but becauſe I do not love 
work. ; 

Plii. Whether you love it or not, you ought to 
do it in obedience to your mamma. 

Or. I can't think what my mamma wants me 
todo ſo much worx for; I think tis enough for 


poor children to work, that muſt help to keep 


themfelves. 

Phi. Now herein you ſhow your want of that 
honour and reſpect you ought to have for your 
mamma, by wondering at her conduct, and in 
effect blaming her for it; as though you were 
more capable of judging what 1s proper than ſhe, 


Don't you think ſhe loves you? 


Or. Ves, to be ſure ſhe does; what makes you 
aſk me ſuch a ſtrange queſtion ? 
Phi. Truly (my dear) I think it no ſtrange queſ- 


tion; for by your talk one muſt imagine, either 


that you have more ſenſe than your mamma, to 
know what is beſt ior you; or, that if ſhe knows 
better than you, ſhe don't love you well enough 
to conſider your good. 

Or. No indeed, I don't think ſo, but as I 
tell you I dou't love work: and ove cant do 
much of what is ſo very diſagreeable, as work 1s 
to me, 

Phi. I can't ſay I am very fond of work 
any more than you; but I am willing to do it 


do pleaſe my mamma, and ſhe has often made 


me 


* 
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me to read thoſe places in the Proverbs which 
ſpeak againft idleneſs, and recommend diligence. } 
Beſides, my mamma has told me of ſome of 
4 her acquaintance, who, when they were ehit- 
| dren, were as unlikely as I to want to work 
for their living; and yet, (ſome by the death 
1 > oy" when they were young, others by 
190 offes or bad huſbands) were reduced ſo as to be 
1 forced to maintain themſelves; and then th 
FRE thought they never could be thankful enoug 
| | | to their parents for bringing them to work young, 


88 8 
— — 


I: and giving them ſuch learning, as enabled them 
I: to get their living in a genteel and creditable - 
Fi manner. Whereas, without theſe qualifications, . 
muſt have been obliged to ſubmit to 
fome of the meaneft and moſt laborious employ- 
| ments, and hereby have been ſorted: with the 
 Joweſtranks in life. Now what think you of this, 
3 Orinda ? | 
& | Or. Indeed I don't think about it. My 
mamma has often told me fuch things, but T 
don't mind them; I know the does it only to- 
make me work hard, and mind my Freack and 
writing. | 
Phi. I ſuppoſe indeed that this is her reaſon 
for talking thus to vou, and 1 think it is a 
very good one; I am forry it has had no better 
effect on you; I am ſure | have been more di- 
ligent in every part of my learning, ſince I was 
convinced that my duty to my mamma, the 
word of God, and the uncertainty of every 
thing in liſe, all agree to require me to make 
the beſt improvement I can of the liberal edu 
eation my parents are fo kind to give me. 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe children who do not, act both very fool- 
iſhly for themſelves, and very undutifully and 
ungratefully to their parents, 5 
r. I muſt own there ſeems to be ſome reaſon 
in what you ſay ; but yet I cant think myſelf 
very undutiful, becauſe I do any thing pappa or 
mamma would have me, except in this; and 
do learn too, though not ſo faſt as they would 
have me. | 
Plii. No, I hope you don't deſerve the ti= 
tle of a very undutiful child; but we ſhould 
not be at all guilty of this fin: for don't you 
know we are commanded by God, to obey 
our parents in all things, except they bid us do 
what is ſinful, which Jam ſure yours nor mine 
will not. And therefore, Orinda, I can af- 
ſure you, everv time we don't readily fall in 
with their pleaſure, every time we neglect do- 
ing what they bid us, whether in one inftance 
or another, we fo often are guilty of break- 
ing this command of God, and thus draw 
4 down his auger upon us, as well as theirs, 
a4 And I have.heard it obſerved, that no fin is 
| © frequentlP;yunilhed in this world, as diſobe- 


n dience to parents: and no duty ſo commonly 
a rewarded by God here, as a dutiſul behaviour. 
r I beg therefore, dear Orinda, that you will 


- ſerioufly confider theſe things; to which I wall 
8 add, we have not only the commands and 
a threatnings of God to excite us to the duty, 
* and awe, and reſtrain us from a contrary beha= 
= viour, but we have alſo promiſes to encourage 
. us, and the examples of good children in all 
| ages, to fiir. us up to an imitation of them. 


y Above 


7 
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Above all which, is the bright example of our 
dear Redeemer; who though at twelve years old 
he was capable of converſing with the learned 
doctors to their wonder and attoniſhment, yet as 
a child, went home with his mother at command; 
and we read that he was ſubject to his parents, 
Now ſurely we can have no excuſe for not ſub- 
mitt ing to our parents, when He, the bleſſed 
Feſus, who was able to inſtruct his, would yet 
yield a moſt ſubmiſſive obedience to them. You 
may read the ftory, Luke chap. ii. towards the 
latter end. 

Or. I am convinced that I have done wrong, 
and juſtly offended both God and my parents, 
and I promiſe you I'll try to amend. Fu go to 
work hard, and then believe 1 thall have done 
to-day, and if I have, I know my mamma will 
let me come and fee you to-morrow. 

Phi. Pray do, I ſhall be very glad to ſee you, 
for indeed | have a great kindneis for you; and 
I hope you won't take any thing ill that J have 
aid, for tis purely out of love to ya, that I have: 
Leen fo free. 

Or. Philomela, I ſhould be very{angrateful if I 
did. I think myſeli much obliged to you for 
the pains you have taken with me to make me ſen- 
ble of my fault. 1 ſhall love you the better for 
it, and be more deſirous of your company than 
ever, now | find you both fo able and willing to 
give me iuitruction and advice. | 


D I As 
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DIALOGUE XII. 


Between Miſs Phillis, and Miſs Myra, on @ ſuitable 
behaviour in the Worſhip Gad. 


Phil. What's the matter that you who was 
wont to be ſo briſk, and gay, look ſo dull and 
dejected? you ben't ſorry I am come to fee you, 
be you? if you are, TII go again. 

My. No indeed, Phillis, your company I al- 
ways took pleaſure in; but I am uneaſy, and 
have reaſon enough to be ſo. | 
Phil. Why, have you been corrected for ſome 
fault ? 

My. L have not been corrected, though I muſt 
own I deſerved it; for the reproots I have had, 
have fully convinced me of the heinous nature 
of my offence. | 

Plul. Pray what is it you have done, that you 
thus condemn yourſelf? 

My. Nay, I can't blame myſelf too much, 
and fo I believe yoa will ſay when J tell you, I 
have been guilty of wanton and very irreverent 
behaviour in the worſhip of God; and what 
greatly adds to my crime is, that I have fre- 
quently had the evil of it laid before me, and 
been corrected for it too, and yet have ſeveral 
— offended herein, both in public and family 
duties. 

Phil. If the cafe be ſo, Myra, I am very glad 
10 
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to ſee this concern in you, and that you are at 
length brought to ſome ſenſe of your guilt ; for I 
muſt own ſuch a behaviour calls for deep repen- 
tance, and I hope you are grieved both for the 
fin and ſhame. 

My. I hope I am. I am ſure I have reaſon to 
be aſhamed, that at my age, and under the in- 
ſtructions I have had, I ſhould behave ſo as to be 
taken notice of, either in the church or in the 
family. But when I conſider it as a fin againſt 
God, it fills me with fear left he thould as he 
juſtly might, avenge himſelf on ſuch a profaner 
of his name, and trifler in his worſhip as I have 
been. 

Phil. Indeed there is the greateſt reaſon to 
guard againſt an unbecoming behaviour in the 
worſhip of that God who is greit, and greatly 
to be feared, and who has told us he will be 
had in reverence of all them that draw nigh to 
him: and I hope as you ſeem ſo ſenfible of 
your ſin, you will earneſtly implore pardon, 
and not only confeſs, but forſake, fince it is 
only to ſuch as do ſo, the promiſe of mercy is 
made, 

My. I hope I ſhall; but indeed, Phillis, I am 
of ſo giddy, thoughtleſs a temper, that when I 
take up a refolution of amending, I break 
through it the next temptation that offers. 

Phil. You have then the more need to implore 
the aids of divine grace to fix and confirm you 
in your good purpoſes. And if you pleaſe I 
will give you a few directions that were gi= 
ven me, and which I have found of great ad- 


vantage, | 
My 


290 
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Ay. Dear Phillis tell me them, for I ſhall be glid 
of any uſliſtance you can give me. 

Phil, | was adviſed to confider before I en- 
gaged in duty, what I was going to engige 
in. A religious duty. A work of all others, 
the moſt important [ can be employed in, on 
my ſuccels in which my everlaſting” happi- 
neſs does depend. Again, that I thoull think 
who it is I am to have to do with ia every 
part of worthip, and that it is the great 
God, the maker of heaven and earth. In 
prayer, I am pretending (at leaſt) to be ſperk- 
ing to him, conſeſſing my ſins, and begging 
pardon for them, praiſing him for thoſe mer- 
cies J have received, and praying him to be- 
flow on me thoſe I want: In hearing, God 
himſelf is ſpeaking to me; for ſo far as what 
the miniſter ſays is agreeable to the word of 
God, fo far tis God himſelf ſpeiks to us by 
him. And if it is very unbecoming, when our 
parents, governeſs, or any of our ſuperiors 
ſpeak to us, tb take no notice of what they 
ſay; certainly it muſt appear mach more ab- 
ſurd when our heavenly Father is, declaring, 
his will to us, and letting us know what he 
expects we ſhould do, th manifeſt by our be- 
haviour to all around us, that we ſhow no 
regard to him, are all the while taken upwwith 
triſtes, if not worſe. Another, which is the 
laſt direction I thall recommend to you, is al- 
ways to keep in ſuch a poiture as may have the 
greateſt tendency to compole you to ſeriouſneſs ; 
eſpecially 10 fet a guard upon your eves, which 
are the great inlets 10 ſich untultable thoughts 


8 
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as are a temptation to wanton and irreverent 
earriage; for where there is a wandering eye I | 
believe there is ſeldom a fixed thought. I ſup» | 
poſe the deſign of hiding the face with a fan in | 


prayer, ſo generally uſ-d, i:, that the eyes may 
be kept from all ſurrounding objects, and either 


cloſed, or turned upwards towards heaven, | 
whilſt we are invoking the God of heaven; 
and in hearing, the keeping the eye fixed on 


the minifter, would have a great tendency to 
keep up our attention to what he ſays, and is 


on that account very proper, as alſo that good 


manners require our turning towards, ahd look- 
ing on our ſuperiors, whiltt they are giving us 
their inſtructions. 

. 1 thank you very kindly, Phillis, and I 
hope I ſhall remember theſe directions, and aſ- 
ſure vou [Il try to put them in practice, and 
next time I ſee you, will tell you my ſucceſs 
. *Phil. Pray do. I believe my time is "ddr ex- 
pired; but before I go, III w you ſome verſes 
that were made on trifling in the worſhip of the 
great God, by a pious and ingenious minifter, for 
the uſe of children; if you like them, I will write 
you a copy. 


I. 


In Ged's own houſe for me to play 
While Chriflians meet to bear and pray; 

ds 16 profane his holy place, 

Aud temjit i Almighty to big face, 


II, 
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erent 
eye 1 
fan in | 
may When angels bow before the Lord, 
OTA And devils tremble at his word; 
1 Shall I, a finful mortal dare 
— — | To mech, and ſport, and trifle there? 
d on % III 
+ to ; 
arable” His wrath might ſtrile uiliy head, 
2 His fire fron heaven — FA me dead, 
xl And ſend my carele/; foul to l 
13 Amidſt the glcamy flames of bell. 
d I 
a | IV, 
and When death the kirg of fears Hall cen 
To call me to my lateſt home, 
2 The thoughts of ſuch à ſhameful part 
p = With bitter pain may fierce my heart. 
for v. f = 
rite 8 
Great Cod, compaſſionate and mild, 
Forgive the follies of a child; 
Teach me to pray, and mind thy word, 
That I may learn to jerve the Lord. 
My. I ſhall be much obliged to you if you will 
write them for me, for J am ſure they are very 
ſuitable; and | ſuppoſe it was ſome ſuch naughty 
child as I that occahoned the gentleman's makirg | 
of them. | | | 
Phil. | believe it might; I know not the | 
Il, et they have had, but heartily wiſh they | 
F 2 Tay 


4 


houſe. 


came 


good. 
heart. 


did in 


put them in practice, 
worſhip; 
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may be a means of imprefling with the gresteſ 
ſeriouſneſs in worſhip all thoſe young one! 
into whoſe hands they come. 
dear Myra, I hope to ſce yu ſoon at our 


DIALOGUE Xin. 


> bear. 


Adieu, my 


Between the ſame, on remembering what we 


My. I am as good as my word, Phillis, | 


to night on . to tell you what 


your inſtructions 


my liſe.-_ + F 


Phil. J ſball be very glad to hear that J have 
been en ways ſerviccable to you. 
My. M hei you were gone, 1 wrote down the 
directions you gave me, becauſe I know | have 
a very bad memory, ard I have read them over | 
and over, and endeavoured to th ink of them and 
both in publicand ſamily 
and 1 have. found myſelf much leſs 
diſuoſed to any unbecoming depoitmeut; and 
a6 Lord'-day I remembered more than ever [ 


- Bhil. I don't wonder. you remember'd more, 
foi the occaſion of young perſons; not remem- 
bering, i is generally inattention; and indeed he 
ſbould they remember what the miniſter ſays, 
when: they are thinking on ether thirgs moſt of 
n the 


f 


ave done me, andt e 
verſeg,you ſent. me, which I have got by 


4 One! 
a, my] 
a Our 
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thetime? ſo that they but ſeldom take notice 
enough even to hear the words, much lefs ro 
retain them. 

My. I believe indeed what you fay is true 
though 1 uſed to thmik it excuſe ſatficient for 
me, that I had no memory, and therefore 
thought it very hard that an account was re- 
quired of me. 

Phil. So did I, two vers ago; for I had not 
been uſed to mind, and when I muſt 1e}ll ſome- 
thing, or have anger, | uſed to get a place of 
feripture or a ſentence or two of ſome of the 
bigger ones, that I might have fomething to ſay 
to my governeſs, and this I thought enough, 
But when it pleaſed God to fet home the in- 
ſtructions I had on my heart, and I begin to 
ſee my own concern in the word preached, I 
ſoon heard in 2nother manner; then 1 attended 
diligently to find out what in the diſcourſe was 
moiſt ſuitable to me; and from that time 1 
found it no diſſiculty to give ſome tolerable 
account of a ſermon. 

My. You have to be ſure a much better 
memory than I; for as to a tolerable account 
of a ſermon, I fball never be able to give it, 
and therefore with my mamma would not aſk 
me. | 

Phil. Don't ſay fo, Myra, for I can aſſure 
vou | am very thankſul that an account was 
required of me; ſor till you have tried a while, 
you can't conceive how much your memory 
will improve by uſing it. | 

My. Put I thall never be able to tell any 
thing in order, I am ſure; aud I am too big 

3 ROW 


U 
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now to ſay a few proofs, and a ſentence or 
two like a little child. I ſuppoſe you can tell 
ſome heads, ean't you? 

Phil. Yes, Myra, when they are not very 
ory. [ can commonly tell moſt of them. 

My. So I thought, and if I could do fo, I 

— * like to do it very well; but that 1 never 

A 

Phil. I don't at all queſtion your doing it in 


a very little time, if you go on to attend di- 


ligently; for hereby your knowledge will in- 


creaſe, which will be g:eat help to your memory ; 


" * 


and above all, if you once come io be thoroughly 
* fenfible how nearly you ate concerned herein 


this will Impreſs on your memory, as well a 


heart, what you hear. And as to the nethod, as 


vou hav e the advantage of being inſtructed here- 


1 


% 
LY 


* 


= 2 
=_ > 


— 


in, you ll ſocu come to ) underſtan > it, which is one 
great“ benefit we receive by being examined; for 
have heard a great many peop le lament it, that 


they were not put into a\mcthod of remembering 


uber. they were yours, and ſpeak of it as the reu- 
'for. why they could never give a regular account 
of any diicourſe ; therefore let me beg you to go 
bn with diligence, and | you need not ſear ſuc- 


nn 1 a - 


it ou give me ſome hope indeed; J 1 try, 


1080 Toe L 4 can remneniber lac NEAT day. 


; 
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DIALOGUE XV. 


| Between the ſame, en the Uſe to be mad: en what is 


heard. 


Phil. Well, Myra, I hope yon were as odd 


as your word, and gave a diligent attention to 


hat you heard yeſterday. 

Ay. I have endeavoured it, but I am fo 
giddy, 'tis hard for me to tix my mind; and my 
memory I am ſatisfied is bad, ſay what you 
will. 

Phil. But I hope you remeinidbred a little more 
than you did laſt day. 

F. Yes indeed fol did, my mamma RON 
me very much. 

Phil. Theu I think you have ſufficient encou- 
rivement to go CA, Pray did you not think 


Mr. very excellent. 


= Ves, thought he Was; I was much af- 


| ere with wg paſſages in the ſermon. . 


* {. Pray what were they ? | 
I ca give you A good account, but it 
was on the uſe of examination, and alſo when he 
was preiiing ths exhoctarion in the text. 
Plit. He was very affectionate in that part; 


and I hope, as vou took particular notice of it, 


vou according to his dircRion ꝓut the queſt ion to 
yourtelf, whether you' Fave heard the voice of 
0 hrift 11;the gofpel or not. 

My. | can't ſay but I kad ſome thoughts about 


myiels whili I was keazing; and allo at night, 


he: 
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when mamma talked over the ſermon to me, and 
put me on applying it to myſelf. 

. Phil. Well, and which of the two ſorts did you 
think you mutt count yourſelf among ? 

My. Traty I fu reaſon enough to conclude 
that I had not hearkened to the voice of (A, 
nor accepted of him and the ſalvation he offers. 
But, alas! I] um ſo careleſs that I have not had a 
thought about it to-day. | 

Phil, But, Myra, don't you think it a fad 
thing that you thould nd re:for. to draw ſuch a 
concluſion agaiuſt yourſelf, and yet be uncou- 
cerned about it, though you had the dreadful 
conſequences of hardening the heart agaiuit | 
the calls of Chrift ſet before you in ſo awſul a 
manner ? 

Ady. Tis very true; but you who are more 
grave and ſolid, can't think how difficult it is 
_ me to fix-my mind on any thing long toge- 
her. 

Phil. Ves I can; for I was as thoughtleſs as 

. you can be, and found it as hard to rake off my 
mind from thoſe trifling amuſements that taæe up 
children's time and thoughts. But when it 

leaſed God to convince me of the value of my 
immortal ſoul, and the abſolute neceſſity there ? 
was of my applyir g to Chr for ſalvation in that 
way the goſpel propoſes, if I would eſcape 
the wrath to come; then, bh ſay, I ſoon found 
my thoughts to begin to. fix on theſe important 
ſubjects: and ſo will your's, if once you come 
to a full conviction of theſe things. Do vou 
think a perſon that has been condemned to die, 
can have long out of his mind tie — 
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he heard read? No more will you. be. able 
to throw out of your thoughts thoſe threatenings 
that are in the word of God againſt the ſinner, till 
you come to ſome good kope that you have ob- 
tained a pardon. | | 

My. Dear Phillis, I am convinced my condi- 
tion is very ſad; but what ſhall I do? * 

Phil. You were told yeſterday what it is to 
hear Chrif's voice, and to accept of his ſalva- 
tion; you may turn thoſe particulars into di- 
rections. | 

My. I don't remember them, but J can get 
my mamma to tell me them again. | 

Phit. Pray do, and above all, be very eameſt 
in your prayers to God that he will carry en 
convictions to converſioh. | 


C i . 


DtFALOGUE XV. 
" # : . 5 
Between the ſam, „ Tnoonragement recti ved is 
* t::a: . ' 


My. Ny dear F}:i!!'s, I am excceding glad to 
you. 1 ‚ ' 
Phil. I came as ſoon as I could, becauſe 1 long 
to know whether thoſe conviftions you was un- 
der when I leit you had any farther influence on 


Of 1-11 | ads GOL i 
5 My. I hope they have. I have frequently re- 
fected on what then paſt, and got my mamma to 
tell me thoſe heads, which I wrote down. But I 
have had many diſcouraging fears; and what 


hath greatly addod to the concern I was under, 
was 


* 
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was the news we had this morning of the death 
of Maſter who you know is juſt about my 
age. 
Phil. That indeed is a loud call to you, and 
all of us young ones, to prepare for death with- 
out delay. Tis very awful to think that he who 
was ſo well, as to be at play about the houſe 
laſt night, ſhould before this morning light be 
called into the eternal world. Here js enough in- 
deed to quicken you to diligence, but nothing to 
drive you to deſpair; you ought rather with 
thankfulnefs and praiſe to adore the divine good- 
neſs and mercy in ſparing you, and giving you 
time and ſpace for repentance, and the encou- 
raging promiſes made tn every repenting, re- 
turning ſinner, we have had fully laid before us 
this aſternoon. 5 

My. So we have, and that is what I was go- 
ing to tell you. I can't but admire the goodneſs 
of God in ſending me fo ſuitable a word. Me- 
thought twas as if Mr,— had known all that had 
paſt in my mind, and preached the ſermon on 
purpoſe for me. That when I was under ſich 
diſtreſſing fears leaſt Chrif ihould refuſe to receive 
me into bis favour, I ſhauld as it were hear him 
ſay to me, I love them that love m:, and thoſe that 
ſeek me early Mall find me. The comfort I have re- 
ceived from this diſcourſe, and the pleaſure that 
it filled my mind with, to hope that I ſhould be 
enabled ſo io ſeek Chrift in my tender years, a3 
to find himy and be partaker of his grace aud 
love, is too grew for me to expreſs. | 

Phil. I am rejoiced to find you have obtained 
ſo much ſatisfaftion in your own mind; and ! 
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hope God will perfect what he has begun in you, 
and grant you grace to devote yourſelf intirely to 
him, and alſo to perſevere in kis ways. 

My. God grant ! may, I am ſenſible I have 
a deceitful heart within, and there's a tempting 
devil, and an enſnaring wotid without, all which 
will try to draw me off from God and my duty. 
But under the diſcouragements, ſuch thoughts 
have occaſioned me, fince I came home, that 
| place came with weight on my mind, My grace it 
fafficient for thee, my flrength is made perſect in vucał- 
ner ; and thus ſtrengthened, I may perform the 
hardeſt duties, and bear the heavieſt affliction. O 
Phillis ! there is ſo much difference between the 
temper of my mind now, and what it has been 
for ſome days, that I ſeem as if I was in another 


world; I feel within my breaſt a joy which I ne- - 


ver felt before. L 

Phil. No, Myra, the joys that flow from re- 
ligion can only be felt by thoſe whoſe hearts 
are Changed by the grace of God. This is a 
Jy that the firanger intermeddles not with, 
knows nothing of, a joy vaſtly excceding that 
pleaſure which ariſes from any of our youthful 
xecreations; and may you, my dear Myra, in- 
creaſe in this and every other grace, till you are 
made meet for the world of endleſs and unmixed 


JOY» 


D I A» 


ä 
WW WIT On PT EO ELIT 
- 


— — ns * — —— 
— = = — 
by - — 
- N — c — — e —— bg} e 


FF 9 


i T * n * 


Ber ween Miſs Eliza and 
Sifters. 


to have ſome talk with you. 


very ſuitable companion for me. 


and perplexity about myſelf. 


you ? 
Eli. Yes, ſomewhat of it. 
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Miſ; Maria, two 


Ma. pray Eliza, fit down a little, for I want 


Eli. That I will willingly, for my mamma is 
ſo engaged in company, that ſhe won't want us 
t: what is it you have got to tell me? 

Ma. I believe you could not but perceive 
the concern I was under at Miſs —— death, 
for I had a great kindneſs for her; and as we 
were much of, an age, you know ſhe was 2 


But the 


concern for her death has been, ſince the night 
ſhe was buried, changed into the greateſt feur 
You 1emember 
what diſcourſe you and I had that evening, don't 


I remember- I took 


occaſion from this inſtance of giortality to remind 
vou of the uncertainty of life; and obſerved, 
that the voice of every ſuch providence to us is; 


Be ye alſo ready. 
Ma, 


fureral, 


You did ſo, and alſo told me that we 
ought to put the queſtion to ourſelves, Am J 
ready to dic? That I might have been taken, 
and ſhe left to have held up the pall at my 
as J have done at her's; that it! was 
not imyroper to inquire what my condition 
would have been, had that been the caſe; and 


as 
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we- knew not which of us thould be called 


member this now, and that you-were 
h griev | companion; 
I ould nat perceive by * k could 
e out of you, that the of your own 
death, or a ſuture — 1 avy deep im- 


rellen on your m 

Ma. Not much indeed, till ma Se_ 
advice put me you ſerious reflection. I got 
by myſelf, and endeavoured to fearch my own 
heart, and confider my ways; and upon a 
ſtrict enquiry, ſ2w too much graund to fear 
that I was a ftranger to that repentance which 
is unto life, and that fiith which works by 
love, and purifies the heart; that all my re- 
ligion conſiſted in keepiug from. the groffer 
acts of fin, and attending on puhlick and fa- 
mily worlhip, and ſometimes fecret prayer, But 
But that all this was owing to the religious 
education. we have had. not from any reat 
delight 3 found in. die, or any defire herd 
to ity. 9x. obedfence wo God. The various 
conflicts I felt in my own, mind, the templatiass 
F bad ta ſtifle theſe convittiors, as | have — 
done, I cannot tell you; but particulatiy | 
aſaulted with this temptation, that id was time 
enough for me to think on religion ot %. 


Ek, The inftance of mortality ſo lately before 


your and I ſuppoſe not out of young, 
was a Tafficient argument to repel force 


ſach a temptation. 
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Me. That's true, ove might well think fo; Wl the 1 
but, alas! I know not whether 1 ſhould not have dy 2 

been carried away by it, had it not pleaſed if | 
God to lay his hand upon me, which much a- Wl ſuch 
larm'd- me again, and I was under the utmoſt ſolu! 
concern, leſt I ſhould be taken away before l b 
had made effectual proviſion for the happineſs oi sive 
my immortal ſoul. und 


Eli. Well, Maria, I think you heard a very ente 


Aut able diſcourſe to-day. obe 
Na. 1 did fo; and I can't but admire the fit 
hard of God in it, that I ſhould be fo defirous Þa 
to go, notu ithſtanding the diſorder I was under 305 
(which you know made mamma loth to have to 
me go) for it was a feaſon which I truſt will ne- ge 
ver be forgot by me. ce 
Eli. 1 was very glad you went, and thought . © 
the diſcoarfe peculiarly ſuitable to you, as it was 
your birth-day. But wow I know what had paſ- | he 
Ted in your mind before, it appears to have been WF N 
much more fo. It was a moſt incouraging ſer- P 
mon to yourg ones. N 
Ma. When Mr— nam'd the text, ili ilou h 
2 from this tim? cry um me, my father, thau aat the 4 
glide of my. youth? Methought every word x 
ieemed directed to me in particular; and it 1 
was with eagerneſs and delight J attended both 3 
to the opening and applying of them. This af- 


1e:noon I have been ſome time retired, reflect- 
ing on what J had heard, and applying it to my- AY 
ſelf after the follow tang manner. I am now | 
twelve years old, ſhall 1 not then from this time, 
this remarkable day, take God for my father, 
fiuce he is gracioufly pleaſed io offer to adopt 
me for his child? He will abundantly make k 
: c 


* 
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the loſs of my earthly father ; he will be as rea- 
dy and more able to be the guide of my youth, 
if 1 commit myſelf to his conduct. "Theſe and 
ſuch like reflectious were followed by a fall re- 
ſolution, to delay no longer the important affair ; 
and I truſt I have now with my whole heart 
given up myſelf to God in Chriſt, * myſeli 
under the conduct of his word and ſpirit, and 
entered into covenant, to be from this day his 
obedient child; and he has been pleaſed to tes 
fiify his acceptance of the ſolemn ſurrender I 
have made of myſelf to him, by the peace and 
joy ] have felt in my own breaſt, which I longed 
to let you know, being very ſenſible of the 
eral of your love for me, and the cou- 
cern you have ſhcwn for my welſare, eſpe- 
cially what relates to my everlaſting happinels. 
Eli. Dear Maria, this news rejoiceth my 
heart, row I truſt my wiſhes and prayers for 
you will be fully anſwered ; now I with a new 
pleaſure look upon you, as related to me, not 
only in the+bonds of nature, but grace; now [I 


have one to converſe with on religious ſubjects, 


which I had not before, having no body I could 
be free with, I hope now (my dear) we ſhall 
ſpend many pleaſant hours together, in ſuch con- 
verſation as ſhall be moſt for our mutual com- 
fort and edification. 

Ma. Pray let us get by ourſelves as often as 
we cn, for 1 ſhall be glad of your aſſiſtance to 
confirm and ſtrengthen me in the ways of God. 
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